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Chief Shepherd’s Message                                                                                                           
Dear Finnsheep Breeders AssociaƟon Members;  
   Are you deep into transferring your sold lambs? Have you tried our new online registraƟon? If you are 
an acƟve Finnsheep Breeders AssociaƟon member you can do just about anything you need online.  The 
system is so easy, it even provides a predicƟve text;  half typed in and a list of your sires or ewes drops 
down; you just click!  This saves you from looking up the age of your ewe.  I spend more Ɵme each year 
doing that simple research.  
Have you heard that our registraƟon company is moving their offices to Kansas? We have been assured 
there will be no major problems; they are expecƟng a smooth transiƟon.  Let’s give them the support 
and the paƟence they are going to need.                                                                     
    So, how is everyone holding up to this sudden summer? If you are like us in the Midwest, we thought 
summer was going to pass us by. Mid‐August and we sƟll have pasture; almost unheard of!   Now that 
the steamy heat has sauntered in I thought things would dry up, but it has brought plenty of thunder‐
storms, conƟnuing to keep things green. Amen… the longer I don’t need to supplement with hay the 
beƩer.  
     O yes, I am going to bring up the “P” word. How’s everyone holding up to parasites this year? Here 
around our farm it has been the healthiest year.! I believe the solid weeks of well below freezing last 
winter helped a lot. Whenever I Ɵred of the cold and the snow I would take a hike to the barn and tell 
my girls they would have the best summer ever!                                                                                                                         
Back to business: We have a few items to discuss at our annual meeƟng and would like all members to 
join in and have their say. One of my goals for my term during the next year is beƩer communicaƟon 
between the members and the board.  How can we communicate beƩer? The yahoo group? Facebook? 
how about for those without a computer?  Let's talk about it! This is a group, all with the same goal, the 
beƩerment of our beloved Finns. So, please mark the date in your calendar, make that phone call and 
join in.                                        

Fran Smith                                                                                                                                                      
Chief Shepherd, Finnsheep Breeders Association                                                                                         
ziptyacres@gmail.com      217-375-4311 
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Guest Editor’s Note:   

We are sorry that Callie Welch has had to step down 

from the Secretary posiƟon due to personal reasons.  

Thank you, Callie for all that you have done for the FBA 

as secretary and director.   

Thank you to Mary Tucker, current Director who has 

graciously taken on the responsibiliƟes of secretary in 

the interim.   

Meanwhile, I am  “pinch hiƫng” for our experienced 

Short Tales editor, Mary Tucker.  It has been fun and 

challenging to learn how to use MicrosoŌ Publisher 

and realize all that goes in to puƫng out the news‐

leƩer.  Please forgive any mistakes you might find, 

and...well….short comings in this issue of Short Tales!!  

Mary O’Malley 

Cover photo owned by SƟllmeadow Sheep and may 

not be used without wriƩen permission.  Used by per‐

mission for this issue.   
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FBA’ s Annual Business MeeƟng—2014 

This year’s Annual Business MeeƟng will be a teleconference to be held Sunday,  October 26, 2014 at 

8 pm EST, (7 pm CT,6 pm MT,5 PM PT ) 

The call‐in procedure for phone or cell phone will be as follows: 

Dial: 1‐800‐582‐3014  

AŌer the prompt enter the ParƟcipant Pass Code: 031097008#  

Be sure to add the # sign or you will not be added.  You will hear a tone as you are added  to the tele‐

conference.  

Please be considerate of listeners and try to keep background noise minimal.  

Member NoƟce: Absentee Ballot 

Any FBA member in good standing (current and up to date on Annual AcƟvity Fees), knowing that they will be unavailable to 

aƩend the Finnsheep Breeder’s AssociaƟon annual business meeƟng in person or via teleconference ability may request an 

absentee ballot. 

This request must be in wriƟng to the FBA Secretary via email: FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org or by postal mail: FBA Secretary  

PO Box 85, West Clarksville, NY 14786 

As noted in the  FBA ConsƟtuƟon, ArƟcle IV, Membership, SecƟon 3, Absentee VoƟng :                                                            

hƩp://finnsheep.org/CONSTITUTION.pdf :  

SecƟon 3. Absentee VoƟng:  Any member who wishes to vote at any regular or special meeƟng on any predetermined issue or 

for any individual running for an elecƟve office may do so by requesƟng an absentee ballot in wriƟng. This ballot, properly 

witnessed, signed, and returned to the board secretary in a Ɵmely fashion shall carry the full weight of a vote cast in person 

at the meeƟng. 

REMINDER: 

Please check to see if your FBA Membership is current and up to date. IF you find that it has not been sent in please use the 

FBA Membership Form on page 9. IF your payment has not yet cleared, please contact the FBA Registry Office in Milo at 

641.942.6402 to aid you.   You may also register via the website:  www.Finnsheep.org/membership‐informaƟon‐forms 

Your FBA membership in good standing is crucial to accessing your FBA member privileges .  

 Agenda for the Finnsheep Breeders AssociaƟon 2014 Annual Business MeeƟng  

Opening and Welcome 

Roll call of Members 

Secretary Report 

Treasury Report  

NominaƟons and Vote for Board of Directors 

Old Business:  On‐line Data base, updated website: impressions, comments, quesƟons  

                           Venue suggesƟons for 2015 Annual Business MeeƟng 

New Business :  Website changes: InteracƟve Forms with On‐line Payment 

                             Improving communicaƟon among members:  yahoo group, Facebook,  other ideas    

                             Open Floor: Any ideas, thoughts, or concerns you would like to bring up for discussion  
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Hi, my name is Terrie Godfrey of Eldorado Finn Sheep, and I am running for the posiƟon of director. Here is a bit of 

informaƟon about me.  

I am located in Northern Ohio on a 38 acre farm.  I own a pasture raised flock of Pure bred only Finn Sheep. I start‐

ed in the Finn Sheep back in 2006. With a small started flock of 12.  It was a very thought out decision to get into 

this parƟcular breed.  I was aƩracted to its many aƩributes, and being a stay at home farmer, I was up for its chal‐

lenges. 8 years, 50 adults in my flock and 400 plus lambs later I have learned “Challenges’ was an understatement.  

But, as they say we learn from our mistakes and work to be a beƩer shepherd. 

That being said, I feel my vast experience, both good and bad would be an asset to this organizaƟon. Not only do I 

raise Finn Sheep. I am also an AKC breeder of Merit.  I have been breeding and showing top AKC champions since 

1994. My knowledge of animals has been a lifelong ambiƟon.  I have spent countless hour’s studying, researching, 

talking, pestering people, reading, reading, and more reading.  I look at my animals carefully. I look at the world 

through their eyes.  This seems to give me a beƩer understanding.  I feel you need to know the animal to help it.  

I am also a very organized and take charge type of person. This OrganizaƟon is designed to not only help the breed 

but also the breeder (shepherd).  Being a director, I would be available to help lead in the right direcƟon. Give sug‐

gesƟons. Help others. In order for this Breed to withstand the test of Ɵme. We need a solid foundaƟon in its work‐

ing core. That’s us!!  

Please consider me for the director posiƟon.  I can be that building block, for a prosperous future of the breed. 

Thank You 

Terrie Godfrey                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Eldorado Finns, Berlin Heights, Ohio 

To my fellow FBA Members 

My name is Deborah Kirsch. I am presently serving as a member of the FBA Board of Directors . I would like to 

serve you and our breed  for a second term .   

    I have had various breeds of  sheep since the mid. 1970's . My first Finnsheep were acquired in 1989 or 1990 and 

become the gold standard by which I built my commercial flock. A divorce resulted in the dispersal  of my flock in 

1993.  In 1995 I was offered a flock of bred Shetland ewes. I brought them home and once again felt complete . I 

realized I enjoyed raising fine wooled, colored sheep . Much easier on my heart to sell registered breeding animals 

and fiber pets than selling all my babies to a meat buyer. Somewhere between 2009 and 2010 I was asked to evalu‐

ate some fleece, including Finn fleece. It was then I realized how much I missed my wonderful Finnsheep . My Shet‐

lands were placed with friends and I acquired. the beginnings of my current flock of Finns. I believe they offer every 

trait I value in sheep producƟon . 

    It is for this reason I would like to conƟnue as part of the Board of Directors. As breeders and owners of Finn‐

sheep, we know the strengths and weaknesses of our breed . The current economy has made it necessary for most 

of us that our flocks at least pay for themselves. Some dedicated shepherds sƟll aspire to earn a living from their 

sheep. To these ends, as Finnsheep breeders we need to compete within the commercial market while not "selling 

out " the historical Finnsheep . The FBA has undertaken the goal of meeƟng these criteria . It has not always been 

an easy task. I believe I can offer an open minded approach to necessary advances as well as the wisdom to main‐

tain the intrinsic value of our pure heritage Finnsheep .  

Please allow me to conƟnue to meet these needs as part if the BOD . 

 

Sincerely, 

Deb. Kirsch  

The Meadows Gate Finnsheep, Andover, New York  

FBA Board of Director NominaƟons 
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                                                       Board of Director Contact List 

President: 

Fran Smith (2016, 1st Term) 

7588 E. State Rt. 9 

Rankin, IL 60960 

217‐375‐4311 

ziptyacres@gmail.com  

 

Director: 

Brian Magee (2016, 2nd Term) 

1184 Harford Slaterville Rd 

Dryden, NY 13053‐9739 

607‐844‐9711 

brianmagee38@yahoo.com  

 

Director: 

Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner (2015, 2nd Term) 

5883 Randall Hill Rd 

DeRuyter, New York 13052 

315‐852‐3344 

sƟllmeadowfinnsheep@fronƟer.com  

Treasurer: 

Grant Blackburn (Appointed) 

117 Gravel Lane 

Lexington, VA 24450 

540‐461‐2054 

global2000_us@yahoo.com  

Vice President: 

Mary O’Malley (2015, 1st Term) 

1600 Ednor Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20905 

301‐421‐9420 

johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com                                                       

MaryFinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com 

Director: 

Deb Hillard Kirsch (2014, 1st Term) 

3978 Pingrey Hill Rd 

Andover, NY 14706  

607‐590‐1605 

kirschdeb54@yahoo.com  

 

Director: 

Mary Tucker (2014, 1st Term) 

P.O. Box 85 

West Clarksville, NY 14786 

585‐928‐1721 

maire8797@yahoo.com  

Secretary: 

Mary Tucker 

P.O. Box 85 

West Clarksville, NY 14786 

585‐928‐1721 

Fbasecretary@finnsheep.org  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

June Aploks - Starshire Ranch, Ellensburg, WA                                                              
Kristen Lutz - BerryPatch, Athol, ID                                                                                
Eunice Bench - Annandale, NJ                                                                                       
Carol Gray - Coarsegold, CA                                                                                         
Stormy Thomas   Locust Creek Farms, Browning, MO                                                     
Siri (Youth) Jeff & Deanna Swanson     Orwell, VT                                                          
Hanna & Amy Monsen - Dirty Boots Ranch, Chattaroy, WA                                             
Jack & Ong Hong Smith - Nature's Keep Farm, Winlock, WA                                           
Barbara Spencer - Keyser, WV                                                                          
Megan Page (Youth) Cracked An Egg Farm, Barrington, NH                                            
Kathy Bugbee - Tailwinds Farm, Warner, NH                                                                  
Lydia Tevis - Harmony Heritage Farm, Silver Creek, WA                                                 
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The goal of the Youth ConservaƟonist Program is to provide young people an opportunity to experi‐

ence the joys and responsibiliƟes of owning a heritage breed sheep.  First established in 1998 with 

the giŌ of a registered Karakul by Richard and Donna Larson, the program has grown to include 

many heritage breed sheep including  our beloved Finnsheep. This year’s winner, Siri Swanson, re‐

ceived her registered Finn yearling ewe from Mary and John O’Malley of Honeysuckle Farm at the 

2014 MD Sheep and Wool FesƟval.   Siri’s enthusiasm for Finnsheep was evident in her applicaƟon 

essay.   

One of the requirements for a  YCP recipient is that they exhibit  their sheep  at least twice during 

the year that they receive the sheep.  Here Siri and Lily take honors at the 2014 North East Youth 

Sheep Show, where Lily was Reserve Grand Champion Ewe and Siri won a first for showmanship.  

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  

If you are interested in learning more about the Youth ConservaƟonist Program contact Elaine 

AshcraŌ  at 740‐622‐1573 or email her at tankewe_cr58@yahoo.com 

You may also visit the blogspot at hƩp://youthconservaƟonistprogram.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

      YOUTH CONSERVATIONIST PROGRAM 2014 
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I own and operate a small sheep farm in the green hills of Vermont.  I started up my farm in the 

fall of 2012 with some cross‐bred ewes and a ram.  AŌer one lambing season I started looking for a 

purebred, registered breed to incorporate into my flock.  With some research I came across Finns.  My 

iniƟal intenƟons with my flock were for show ‐ Finns of all breeds are not ideal for this.  However, I 

found something in the breed that caught my aƩenƟon and that was that.  At this point in Ɵme, my 

flock has grown steadily and that in part is thanks to the Youth ConservaƟonist Program. 

The Youth ConservaƟonist Program is a one‐of‐a‐kind organizaƟon that is making strides in sup‐

porƟng the future generaƟon of shepherds.  Being a recipient, I know very well what kind of impact it 

can have on a flock.  The program is open to youth interested in supporƟng a heritage breed of sheep.  

If you make it through the applicaƟon process, you must aƩend the Maryland Sheep and Wool FesƟval 

where you receive a yearling ewe of the breed you apply for.  You then agree to breed that ewe to a 

registered ram that season and show her at various fairs and such.  The YCP makes such a crucial con‐

necƟon for us young shepherds; I can’t imagine being without the advantages it has provided me. 

I chose Finns for several reasons.  While I can appreciate the beauty in a tall Hampshire, a long 

Southdown, or a lustrous Border Leicester, I find something special in the Finnsheep.  They don’t stand 

naturally in the show ring however I am finding their place while sƟll holding onto the desired, heritage 

qualiƟes in these animals.  Their fleeces are unique with less lanolin than others but sƟll holding a soŌ, 

gorgeous crimp.  I am finding a market in selling halves and whole carcasses at just a slight bit more ma‐

ture meat, being that they aren’t as large.  And in this lambing season they proved themselves to me 

with ease of lambing and strong mothering insƟncts.   

I am proud to say, while it is hard to compete in the larger show rings I recently made some im‐

pressive steps in this maƩer.  The Northeast Youth Sheep Show is without a doubt the best youth show 

in this part of the country.  A lot of nice animals come into that show ring and this year, as the South‐

down flock which I manage part‐Ɵme and show was unable to travel, I brought five of my Finns.  Since 

there are no other Finns they are entered into an All Other Breeds class.  In this class my yearling ram 

took home Champion Ram, my ram lamb Reserve Champion Ram, and one of my yearling ewes Reserve 

Champion Ewe.  While the judge wasn’t quite sure at first of their breed, she was impressed nonethe‐

less.  I am even more proud about my showmanship class.  This again is broken up by breed and then a 

Supreme showman drive is worked.  I can say with some pride I am a decent showman and won my 

breed class easily, showing my flashy yearling ewe.  Entering the Supreme drive was something of itself.  

AŌer a long Ɵme of being worked in all the angles by a very thorough judge, I was feeling good just to 

be in the ring.  He went through all twenty or so showman and pulled out his top lineup.  This included 

an impressive showing of a Katahdin, Oxford, Southdown, and Hampshire.  All large meat animals with 

proven showman.  I then locked eyes with the judge and watched as he moƟoned for me to step up 

into this line up.  At that moment I was not proud of myself for showing with all my heart to get to this 

incredible placing.  I was proud of my beauƟful Lily and what the two of us could prove to everyone 

there standing tall in the top five string.  I didn’t care that the Supreme Ɵtle went to the girl on the 

Southdown because just making it to that level was such a moƟon for me and my Finns.  

I put a lot of Ɵme and work into my flock and my Finns are definitely paying off.  Financially and 

more importantly emoƟonally they are a joy to raise and I am proud to be a breeder. 

              Siri Swanson, age 15 

Siri shares some of her enthusiasm for sheep here with us:   
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QUARTERLY QUESTIONS 

In the last issue we invited you, the membership to share your experiences and ideas in a new 

secƟons enƟtled Quarterly QuesƟons.   We have so much to learn from each other.                 

This issue features the responses of Elizabeth Kinne Gossner who shares her experiences from 

SƟllmeadow Farm:   

 How many breeding ewes? Rams?  

At SƟllmeadow, we currently have 16 breeding ewes and  5 rams.  All are purebred Finns with blood‐
lines developed here since 1994 by using a core group of ewes and introducing outcross rams as 
needed. I became aware of this breed in 1977 when I acquired some Finn crosses. The temperament, 
fleece type, and meat quality combined to fulfill all needs for our family  

MarkeƟng 

Having iniƟally managed our flock for year round lamb producƟon based upon the Cornell University 
STAR System (5 lambings among 3 separate sub‐flocks per year), we quickly realized both the 
strengths and weaknesses present in our original sheep. That system was designed to provide fresh 
lamb meats during all seasons to enhance profitability for the naƟonal sheep industry.  The learning 
experience during those early years moƟvated me to reconsider my flock goals.  

My preference has been to keep a small flock of registered Finns selected for maternal strength, calm 
temperament and quality fleece.  My best market is for breeding stock due to my high health stand‐
ard and the color variety I have developed. AdverƟsing has been successful through the FBA Breeder 
Directory, my farm website, and FaceBook parƟcipaƟon. However, good reputaƟons are not built 
from adverƟsing. Most important is being a mentor to others. Many years ago when I began wriƟng 
about personal challenges and soluƟons within my flock I found this honesty well received.        

Having a background in hand weaving, spinning, design and photography enables an ability to appeal 
to fiber arƟsans.  I enjoy parƟcipaƟng in several fiber fesƟvals annually where I offer fleece, carded 
baƩs, yarns, woven items and handmade poƩery from my farm studio.  A huge reward is noƟng the 
growth of our breed here in the northeast.   

 Feeding and Challenges 

With ample grassy pastures for our central NY flock during the summer months, feeding needs are 
simplified. From November through April we provide free choice 2nd cut hay with minerals and fresh 
water daily.  Six weeks prior to annual April lambing we begin graining the ewes, first with whole 
corn, then gradually adding in hand mixed soybean meal for a total of 2lbs mixed grain per ewe each 
day fed in AM and PM.  The grain is conƟnued for 6 weeks of lactaƟon at which Ɵme there is enough 
grass for nutriƟon needed.  Lambs do not receive grain and are weaned at approximately 60 days of 
age since most will leave with new owners by early July.  My biggest challenge lately with this flock is 
to keep it at a personally manageable size.  Those lambs are way too enƟcing!  

 No, I do not coat my flock.              

THANK YOU ELIZABETH!!!!                                                                                                                              
What about you? Please consider sharing your experience.  Send your responses to any or all of the 
“quarterly quesƟons” listed above to Mary O’Malley at johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com and they 
will appear in the next newsleƩer.                     
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Getting to know Our Webpage                                                     by Mary O’Malley 

Have  you  visited the FBA website at www.finnsheep.org.?  There are many interesting and 
helpful features that have been added.   

Locate your fellow Finnsheep breeders by state on the Breeders Directory found on the tab bar 
of the home page.  This listing, which costs $30 per year in addition to the membership fee, al-
lows you to post a brief description of your farm  and products.  

On the Finnsheep Pedigree page you can search for a sheep by breeder or owner as well as by 
registration number and tag number.  Also linked on the pedigree page is a breeders directory 
which lists all the current members of the Finnsheep Breeders Association.  This is a different 
directory then the Breeders Directory on the tab bar of the home page which requires a fee for 
listing.   

Want to learn more about caring for Finnsheep?  The Finnsheep in Print page has  several re-
sources for you.  In addition, you’ll find links to articles about Finnsheep.  Past issues of Short 
Tales can be found through the website and often these have articles of interest.   

The Colors and Markings Guide takes you to several lovely photographs to help you identify the 
unique colors and markings that you may find in your flock.   

The Finnsheep in Finland tab takes you to a study done in Finland in 1973.  I admit, I haven’t 
read it yet, but I think I should!  

Want to register your sheep at the click of a mouse?  The Registration Information and Forms 
page explains how to do it and has the necessary links for you to proceed.  Prefer using paper 
and pen?  You can print forms instead.   

Thank you to Gail VonBargen, former FBA Board of Director, and Doug Meyer. our webmaster. 
for their hard work and for going over things with a “fine tooth comb” to catch any typos or mis-
prints.   

 Continuing Education for Shepherds 

The Cornell University Sheep and Goat Symposium will be held at Cornell Universi‐
ty in Ithaca New York on October 3 and 4, 2014.  You can aƩend either or both 
days.  ReservaƟons by September 12, 2014.                                                                               
For more informaƟon  go to :   hƩp://sheep.cornell.edu/calendar/sgsymposium/
announcement.html 
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               OPP EXPERIENCE 

 The following is a reprint, with permission  from the great folks at THE SHEPHERD maga-
zine ; Volume 59, Number 7, July 2014; Letters to the Editor.   

Thank you  to Tom and Marilyn Schwebach of Egan, South Dakota for sharing their experi-
ence and allowing us to reprint their letter.   

We are wriƟng this leƩer in response to a number of comments in recent publicaƟons of "Pipestone Veterinary 

Services Sheep & Goat News" implying that ovine progressive pneumonia (OPP) is not a concern to the sheep in‐

dustry. ln parƟcular, we would like to address one quote wriƩen by Dr. Kennedy in the January 2014 issue where 

he stated, "[OPP] is not an economic factor in commercial sheep producƟon." Following is a descripƟon of what 

we have experienced first‐hand in our sheep operaƟon with regards to OPP. Read and then decide for yourselves 

if OPP is an economic factor. 

Since 1982, we had endured 12 frustraƟng years of raising an excessive number of boƩle lambs, dealing with 

ewes having poor milk and hard bags, ewes falling out of condiƟon when they should have been entering the 

prime of their producƟve years (3‐4 years old), and overall poor flock health. We had numerous veterinary visits 

from two different veterinarians to the farm to try and determine the cause of the poor flock health, but they 

could not idenƟfy a cause. We even depopulated and completely started over with a new flock of all yearling 

ewes, only to encounter the same problems one lambing season aŌer another. At the advice of a veterinarian, 

we even consulted with a nutriƟonist and tried different feed raƟons and supplements; however, this also failed 

to solve the problems. 

 Finally in 1994, almost at the point of being ready to completely get out of the sheep business, we had a third 

veterinarian come out to the farm. He suggested that we test our flock for OPP as that was likely the cause of our 

problems. Even though we had been told by both of the previous veterinarians that OPP definitely was NOT the 

cause of our flock health issues, we felt at this point that we had nothing to lose by tesƟng. A random sampling of 

our flock showed an 85% OPP infecƟon rate. With this high of an infecƟon rate, we again decided to depopulate. 

AŌer a great deal of searching, we found a flock with a high standard of health that had the geneƟcs we wanted 

in our operaƟon, as well as a low incidence of OPP when a random sampling was tested. We purchased 22O year‐

ling ewes and once more started over. However, this Ɵme we began tesƟng for OPP using the AGID test and 

culled all ewes that tested posiƟve. What a difference! Ewes now had plenty of milk to raise their own lambs. We 

were amazed by how easy and simple lambing could be without the extra Ɵme and effort required to care for 

boƩle lambs. 

The second year of tesƟng resulted in 38 posiƟves out of 360 ewes. Feeling the financial crunch of purchasing 

ewes at replacement cost and then reselling them at cull price (along with the cost of tesƟng), we decided to re‐

tain them. We also thought this would tell us if the health issues were really caused by OPP or if we just hap‐

pened to get ewes with beƩer geneƟcs. Keeping them completely isolated from the negaƟve flock, we lambed 

them out. Our experience with those 38 posiƟve ewes (all yearlings and 2‐year‐olds) was a real eye opener and 

completely persuaded us about the negaƟve effects of OPP. From that group of 38 ewes, we had 22 boƩle lambs, 

1 down ewe, 2 prolapses, hard bags, poor milk, and slow‐growing lambs. milk, and slow‐growing lambs. 

ln contrast, that same year the OPP negaƟve group of 322 ewes had only 9 boƩle lambs (from triplets), no down 

ewes, no prolapses, and no hard bags. The lambing percentage was relaƟvely the same for both groups; however, 

the milking ability of the OPP‐negaƟve group was remarkably beƩer. This confirmed that we had finally found the 

cause of the hard bags, poor milk, and poor flock health.  
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We conƟnued annually tesƟng our flock and culling all posiƟves. By 2000, we had achieved a flock with a 100% 

negaƟve status. We have maintained this status since that Ɵme, and plan to conƟnue to do whole‐flock tesƟng 

every five years to remain negaƟve for OPP. Following are a few of the flock health improvements that we experi‐

enced as a result of eradicaƟng our flock of the OPP virus. 

Experienced with 85% infected OPP flock: 

1.  500 ewes with 140% lamb crop                                                                                                                                            

2.  Average 150‐180 boƩle lambs year aŌer year                                                                                                                    

3.  Lambs lethargic due to lack of colostrum                                                                                                                         

4.  Slow rate of gain due to lack of milk                                                                                                                             

5.  Numerous down ewes                                                                                                                                                  

6.  Ewes dead or extremely thin by age 5 

 

Experienced with OPP‐tested negaƟve flock:                                                                                                               *8 

1.  800 ewes with > 185% lamb crop                                                                                                                          

2.   Average 20‐30 boƩle lambs (last year only 14)                                                                                                                  

3.   Lambs vigorous, up & nursing on their own                                                                                                                     

4.   Healthy good growing lambs                                                                                                                                               

5.   An old ewe heavy with mulƟples may go down                                                                                                                

6.   Ewes culled at age 10 (most in good condiƟon) 

Regarding economic impact, we would like to draw aƩenƟon to the number of boƩle lambs experienced with the 

two flocks and put the difference between the two into perspecƟve. ln our operaƟon, we use one bag of milk re‐

placer per boƩle lamb, at a cost this year of $42.45 per bag. 

OPP‐Infected Flock 

 500 ewes x 14Q"/o = 700 lambs; of these 700 lambs 150 were boƩle lambs, or 21% of total lambs            

 150 boƩle lambs x $42.45 per bag of milk replacer = $6,367.50            

 $6,367.50/500 ewes = cost of $12.741 ewe           

OPP NegaƟve Flock 

 800 ewes x 185% = 1,480 lambs; of these 1,480 lambs 30 were boƩle lambs, or 2% of total lambs          

  30 boƩle lambs  x  $42.45 per bag of milk replacer = $1,273.50 

 $1,273.50/800 ewes = cost of $1.59/ ewe 

AddiƟonal cost of OPP‐posiƟve ewe versus OPP‐negaƟve ewe:    $12.74 ‐ $1 .59 = $11 .15/ewe  

Now, we ask the quesƟon, "ls the cost of $11.15 per ewe plus the extra labor and equipment needed to handle 

boƩle lambs, slower growing lambs in the feedlot, and the cost of retaining and/or purchasing addiƟonal replace‐

ment ewes an economic factor in your sheep operaƟon?" AŌer talking with OPP researchers, our understanding is 

that stress is a factor in how OPP affects the animal. Our ewes are probably under more stress than sheep in some 

other operaƟons since we lamb our enƟre flock of 800 ewes at one Ɵme during January and February. The majori‐

ty of our ewes have their lambs within a three‐week period, which causes crowded condiƟons in the drop area and 

the need to process pairs very quickly through the lambing jugs. lf one of the goals of the sheep industry is to in‐

crease sheep numbers and aƩract new producers, we need to do all we can to make their first involvement with 

sheep a posiƟve experience by giving them the facts of sheep diseases frequently encountered, including OPP. I 

am amazed by how many people say they would never raise sheep again, aŌer a bad experience from their first 

group of ewes. We need to be open to any and all possibiliƟes that would improve sheep health and promote ease 

of management so that producers can enjoy raising sheep, as well as earn a well‐deserved profit. 

Tom & Marilyn Schwebach 

For more informaƟon on OPP, please contact the OPP society at www.OPPsociety.org or 952‐955‐2596  



12

Finnsheep Breeders Directory 

California 

Shawna & Nels Bloom 
Beau Peeps Sheep 
PO Box 337 
Homeland, CA 92548  
(951) 928-6247  
shawnamariebloom@icloud.com  
beaupeepsbabydolls.com                                           
Flock prefix: BPS   Breeders of regis-
tered Finnsheep. Lambs available for 
sale. Breeding stock. Wool sales  

Tamera Myers,                                 
Medley Farm & Kennel                                                                      
13470 Alabama Road Galt, CA 95632                                
209.748.5046                                                              
medleyrn@yahoo.com         
www.MedleyFarm.com                                                                    
Flock Prefix: Medley                                              
White, Black, Brown, Gray, Fawn, Pie-
bald    Purebred, Registered Stock. 
Fleeces available   Breeding stock & 
pets 

Colorado 

Rebecca A. Colman, Beck’s Place                               
205 Walker Lane                                                                  
Canon City, CO 81212                                              
719.269.8950                                                      
ridermom@gmail.com                                                           
Registered Finnsheep in the central 
Colorado mountains. Call for availability 
of livestock or wool for sale. 

Bridget & Doug Rightmire 
37841 Rusty Spur Trail 
Agate, CO 80101  
(303) 243-1313  

Connecticut 

Chris and Beth Fallon                                                      

Barefoot Farm                                    
459 Sawmill Hill Rd                                     
Sterling, CT 06377                                     
860-774-5331                                           
mrsbfallon@yahoo.com 

Rhonda Jaacks, Harlequin Farm                                                 
132 White Hollow Road                                             
Lakeville, CT 06039                                               
860.435.9865                                                  
rjaacks@att.net                                                          
HarlequinFarm.blogspot.com                                                                 
Flock Prefix: Harlequin 

Illinois  

Frank Moore & Cheryl Medlin 
Wolf Moon 
10304 Julie Ln 
Lebanon, IL 62254  
(618) 537-6368  
cherylmedlin@sbcglobal.net Pure-
bred Finns. 

Bryan & Elizabeth Pullen, Wal-
nut Springs Farm                           
11111 W. Park School Road                                              
Princeville, IL 61559                                              
309.385.4637                                                                              
walnutspringsfarm@hughes.net                   
www.pullenfarms.com                                                         
Healthy rotational grazed regis-
tered Finnsheep, Cotswald, Finn-
Shetland & Commercial Merino 
cross. Breeding stock, lambs, 
beautiful fleeces and roving avail-
able 

Fran Smith,                               
Zip Ty Acres                              
7588 E. State Route 9               
Rankin, IL 60960 217.375.4311 
ziptyacres@gmail.com 
www.Ziptyacres.com                
Flock Prefix: Zip Ty Acres Pure-
bred Registered Finnsheep, Finn-
Southdown/Tunis cross, Angora 
goats, Pygora goats, & Angora 
rabbits. Breeding stock, fleeces, 
hand dyed wool & rovings. ($2.00 
fee)  

Indiana                                   

Pamela K. Hoover,                 
Rooster’s Run Farm                             
5197 SW Washington School 
Road                               
812.896.1223 
pam.hoover@rrfiberfarm.com 
www.rrfiberfarm.com                     
Purebred Finnsheep, Finn-
Shetland                              En-
rolled Status: Mandatory Scrapie 
Program since 2002 Flock ID: IN 
88035                            The 
Rooster’s Run store selling yarn, 
rovings, fleeces plus other wool 
products as well as Kromski spin-
ning wheels and Howard Brush 
carders. We also offer registered 
Angora goats.  

  

Alan & Christina Huffman 
Huffman Sheep Farm 
5217 W Cty Rd 1000 N 
Lot D 
Russellville, IN 46175  
(765) 721-7291  
alanhuffman@sbcglobal.net 
Purebred, Registered Finn-
sheep for sale. 

Gerald & Paula Perron,           
J & P Heritage Farm                          
6305 Bittersweet Road                    
Spencer, IN 47460 
812.935.7424                              
jerryperron@q.com                   
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred 
Finnsheep (Finn/Gotland and 
Finn/Shetland)      

Iowa   

Dale Amendt                                  
6815 Waterman Blvd.                       
Sutherland, IA 51058 
712.446.3489  Purebred Finn-
sheep, Crossbred Finnsheep 
(Finn x Suffolk and Finn x Cor-
ridale)  

Marvin Blair, BBG Sheep    
3402 Fletcher Avenue           
Lake City, IA 51449 
712.464.8153                       
Purebred Finnsheep and Cross-
bred Finnsheep  

Clark BreDahl,                           
Mormon Trail Farm                                     
1911 290th Street                 
Greenfield, IA 50849 
641.745.2323 
bredahl.mtfarms@gmail.com                          
Purebred White Finnheep& 
Crossbred Finn-sheep Finn x 
Dorset x Ile de France) Foot rot 
free, OPP flock test negative  

Maine                            
Joanna Porter 
Cabriole Farm 
360 Loud Rd 
Plymouth, ME 04969  
(207) 299-4072  
joannaporter1@gmail.com  
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Finnsheep Breeders Directory  

Maine, cont 

Kathleen & Ben Stern,                 
Sweet Clover Farm                               
248 Belgrade Road                               
Mt. Vernon, ME 04352 207.293.2615                     
sweetcloverfarm@roadrunner.com 
www.sweetcloverfarm.weebly.com                                 
Registered purebred Finnsheep, Finn/
Romney and Finn/Columbia crosses. 
Breeding stock, wool and meat availa-
ble.  

Maryland  

Mary & John O’Malley                    
Honeysuckle Farm                                     
1600 Ednor Road                              
Silver Spring, MD 20905                      
301.421.9420                     
johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com   
MaryFinnsheepbreeder@yahoo.com                                     
Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, 
roving; Finn xTunis and Suffolk freezer 
lambs  

Massachusetts 

Doug Davis, Davis Farmland                        
145 Redstone Hill Rd                                                                                                 
Sterling, MA  01564 
PH:  978.422.6666    fax:  978.422.6465   
doug@davisfarmland.com                       
Purebred Finnsheep in multiple colors    

Michigan                                         

Bobbie L. Peck,                               
The Counting Sheep Farm             
5709 E. 12th Street                                      
White Cloud, MI 49349 231.429.3364 
john_330_live_it@yahoo.com 
www.thecountingsheepfarm.com                  
Registered Breeding stock, freezer 
lambs, fleeces and roving. Call, email or 
check us out on Facebook!  

Minnesota  

Karen A Byron 
Twin Brook Farms 
8846 340th Ave 
Waseca, MN 56093-4916  
(507) 835-7194  
kbyron@gmail.com                               
Twin Brook Farms is located in rural 
Waseca County, Minnesota. Registered 
breeding stock is available and weaned 
lambs are ready to go in July. 

Minnesota, cont 

Tim Reese, Gale Woods Farm 
Park                                            
7210 County Road 110 West  Min-
netrista, MN 55364 463.694.2002 
treese@threeriversparkdistrict.org 
www.galewoodsfarm.org                             
Flock Prefix: TRP Flock ID: MN43              
SFCP Enrolled status since 2005 
Purebred Finnsheep, Crossbred 
Corriedale and Icelandic. Gale 
Woods is an educational farm. 
Products include wool, yarn, Pas-
ture raised lamb, beef, poultry hogs 
and a vegetable CSA  

Gail VonBargen                         
Little Red Oak Farm                      
14255 Jacob Street                                    
Hamburg, MN 55339 Office: 
952.467.2305 or Home: 
952.564.9522                                    
gvonbargen@aol.com 
www.littleredoakfarm.blogspot.com          
SFCP enrolled in 2006 Flock ID: 
MN62 Purebred Finnsheep & Shet-
lands in white, black, gray, brown, 
Badger and Piebald. We sell 
breeding stock, unregistered stock, 
raw wool and roving 

Missouri  

Laurie Moxley, Moxley Farm 
10510 Boulder Road                    
Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
477.926.3618                        
mcwobbie@aol.com                       
Registered Finns black, white, 
chocolate, and Piebald in South 
Central Missouri. A healthy flock 
under rotational grazing manage-
ment.  

Stormy Thomas                         
Locust Creek Farms                           
13542 Flora Drive                               
Browning, MO 64630                      
660.349.5067                                       
jstflygirl@gmail.com                                  
Flock Prefix:  LCF                           
Purebred Finnsheep; Finn x South-
down/babydoll   High quality black, 
brown, white, piebald, and badger 
fleece excelling in luster and crimp 

                                      

New  Hampshire 

Kathy M. Bugbee                                          
Tailwinds Farm                                       
45 Collins Rd                                         
Warner, NH 03278                                         
603-649-2606                                       
Flock Prefix: NKFN                                         
ohnatureskeep@gmail.com 

New Jersey 

Eunice J. Bench                                  
105 Lilac Drive                                                
Annandale, NJ 08801-3454 

New York 

Amy Cook                                      
Sweetland Hill Finnsheep                   

64 Sweetland Hill Road               
Chenango Forks, NY 13746 
607.725.4811                           
cookamym@yahoo.com 
www.sweetlandhillfinnsheep.co
m                                                        
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn/
North Country Cheviot crosses. 
Purebred Finnsheep in black, 
white and badgerface. Fleeces 
and hand dyed wool & rovings 
for felting and spinning 

Teresa Fallon & Andy Nageri 
Ironwood Hill Farm                    
PO Box 404                                   
Newark Valley, NY 13811 
607.237.1788 or 607.972.1885 
ironwoodhillfarm@gmail.com 
www.ironwoodhillfarm.com             
Purebred Finnsheep in all colors. 
Raised naturally on our biosecure 
farm. Disease Free flock and test-
ed annually for OPP  

Elizabeth H. Kinne Gossner 
Stillmeadow Finnsheep         
5883 Randall Hill Road             
DeRuyter, NY 13052           
stillmeadowfinnsheep-
@frontier.com 
www.stillmeadowfinnsheep.com 
Flock# NY69-SFCP Certified 
Scrapie Free 2012  

Biosecure Closed Purebred Finn-
sheep Flock, OPP Negative. Bred 
for Maternalism and Fleece since 
1994, white and colors.  
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New York, cont.  

Deborah Kirsch                                
The Meadow’s Gate                          
3978 Pingrey Hill Rd Andover, NY 
14806 607-590-1605 
kirschdeb54@yahoo.com                       
SFCP ID: NY 116 The Meadow Gate 
Finnsheep has Finns from well respect-
ed bloodlines. Dedicated to optimiz-ing 
their desirable traits, while maintaining 
breed purity. Lambs, adults, wool avail-
able.  

Lisa Konnerth & Steffen Peabody                                             
Bay Haven Short Tails                    
80 Bay Rd Brookhaven, NY 11719   
631-776-0279                                          
bayhavenshorttails@hotmail.com 
www.bayhavenshorttails.com             
We are a small fiber farm located on 
the south shore of Long Island. We 
raise Finnsheep and Angora rabbits.  

 

Brian Magee,                                      
Star Finnsheep & Dorsets  

1184 Harford—Slaterville Rd.                                           
Dryden, NY 13053 607.844.9711 
brianmagee38@yahoo.com                   
OPP Free Selected for accelerated 
lambing STAR Codon 171 R Hetero-
zygous and Homozygous  

 

Richard Parsons, Jr. DVM & Marla 
Parsons                                             
Burnt Mill Farm                              
174 Burnt Mill Road Churchville, NY 
14428 585.739.1460                        
marla@burntmillfarm.com 
www.burntmillfarm.com                                
Facebook: Burnt Mill Farm SFCP ID: 
NY 111371 Flock Prefix: Burnt Mill 
Purebred Finnsheep. Breeding stock, 
meat and wool. Based upon God’s 
design, sustainable family farm. Pas-
ture raised chicken, brown eggs, nat-
urally grown vegetables, and hand-
made soap.   

 

 

New York, cont.                                     

Linda Porterfield                              
Green Acres Sheep Farm                                        
2230 Gridley Paige Road                  
Deansboro, NY 13328                           
(cell) 914.414.7872 (home) 
914.301.5907                    
lcgarf@hotmail.com 
www.gasheep.com                             
Flock Prefix: GA                           
Purebred white and colored 
Finnsheep and Commercial 
Finn x Dorset. We have an addi-
tional location in Katonah, 
Westchester County.  

Mary & Herb Tucker                  
Lighthouse Farm                                                   
PO Box 85                                      
West Clarksville, NY 14786 
585.928.1721 
maire8797@yahoo.com 
www.lighthousesheepfarm.com 
SFCP Flock ID: NY 103                  
Purebred Finnsheep & Finn x 
Dorset cross. Finnsheep white 
lines plus other color lines. Wide 
genetics. Selected for build, 
muscle, maternalism, fleeces. 
Lambs available year round. 
Scrapie QR and RR genetic 
lines.  

Sheila Warden                     
Sawyer Creek Farm                                                       
80 California Rd.                                    
Gouveneur, NY 13642                      
315.287.0437                                        
sawyerfm@northnet.org                
Scrapie Flock ID: NY119 - Flock 
Prefix: SCF. 
Purebred Finnsheep; Fleeces 
available in spring.  Purebred 
Finnsheep originating from 
Stillmeadow Finnsheep. Regis-
tered breeding stock, fleeces, 
pelts and meat. Also naturally 
raised beef, pork, chicken and 
turkey. Facebook page: Sawyer 
Creek Farm.   

New York, cont.         

CaraLeigh Wilson,           
Point of View Farm                                    
PO Box 535                                               
Bangall, NY 12506                              
845.868.4140                                             
finnsheep@me.com 
www.pointofviewfarm.net                         
SFCP Flock ID: NY 120 Purebred 
Finnsheep raised naturally on 
pasture, organic grains, minerals 
and herbs. Biosecure farm offer-
ing healthy breeding stock includ-
ing white, brown, fawn, black, and 
gray lambs. Entire flock tested for 
negative OPP status annually, 
Flock goals are wide genetic vari-
ety, conformation, maternal traits, 
parasite resistance and high quali-
ty wool. Chemical free coated 
hand spinning fleeces, roving and 
yarn in all colors. Come visit and 
see how we have an alternative 
Point of View at our farm following 
the traditions of family in Finland  

North Dakota 

Paul Mahin 
Apple Haven Ranch 
3960 41 S Ave SE 
Tappen, ND 58487  
(701) 471-4992  
plazytm@hotmail.com      
Flock prefix: AHR 
Purebred rams available from 
quadruplet and quintuplet 
ewes and quintuplet ram.                   

Ohio     

                                                         
Terrie Godfrey                        
Eldorado Farms                            
10915 Main Rd                                 
Berlin Heights, OH 44814                   
419-554-1069                               
terrie@eldoradofinns.com 
www.eldoradofinns.com We 
breed for true Finnish traits.  
Only pure Finns. Specializing 
in Browns  
from original Brown Finnish 
Sires.  
Great temperaments, fleeces, 
and carcass. 
Lambs, Fleeces, Pelts, Breed-
ing adults, and pasture pets 
available year round.  
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Ohio, cont. 

Hannah Smitts                           
Hannah’s Happy Finnsheep                   
3706 Bass Road                                        
Williamsburg, OH  45176 

Oregon 

Jeri Geblin 
9801 NE 13th Ave Ste A 
Portland, OR 97211  
(805) 350-5009  
shepherd-
ess@brandweinmeadows.com  
www.brandweinmeadows.com                                               
Purebred Finnsheep, Finn/Dorper, 
Finn/Katahdin. 
Brandwein Meadows - Finns of 
many colors 

Shawna Smith 
Case Acres 
19807 S Hwy 211 
Colton, OR 97017  
(503) 502-5614  
caseacres34@msn.com                     
Purebred Finnsheep and Finn x 
Suffolk/commercial crosses. Care-
fully selected for high production 
and Finn attributes. White, Black, 
Brown. 

Pennsylvania 

Jan & Dale Hamby 
Fair Winds Farm, LLC 
2 Fair Winds Farm 
Quarryville, PA 17566  
(717) 239-9215  
jan.hamby@gmail.com  
fairwindsfarmpa.com              
Flock Prefix: HMB 
Raw fleece, roving, yarn, alpaca 
blends. 
Sustainably raised fiber, garlic, 
lavendar and lamb meat in the 
heart of Amish country. Aplaca 
and Finnsheep breeding stock. 

. 

FBA Breeder Directory, Cont.   

Pennsylvania, cont.  

Lynda West 
West Heritage Farm 
611 Ten Mile Rd 
Amity, PA 15311-1205  
(724) 926-1111  
lyndabwest@hotmail.com  
www.westheritagefarm.com Purebred 
Finnsheep 
Roving, batting, yarn -
 TenMileFiberMill.com 
Purebred Finns selected for fiber  
quality 

Rhode Island 

Colleen O'Connors                       
OK Acres 
843 Mooresfield Rd 
Saunderstown, RI 02874  
(401) 789-0778  
cjo59@verizon.net  
www.okacres.net                                 
Small family homestead in South 
County, RI. 
Registered Finns, various colors and 
bloodlines, Scrapie free, friendly 
breeding stock for sale. 

Tennessee 

Megan Pennington 
Circle M Farm 
204 Straight Ford Rd 
Huntsville, TN 37756  
(423) 539-8634  
megan@circlemfinnsheep.com  
www.circlemfinnsheep.com 

Purebred Finnsheep 
White, brown, fawn and piebald ge-
netics. Breeding stock, fiber pets, 
rams for crossbreeding. 

Virginia 

Bridget Brown 
Solarity Fiber Flock 
20852 St Louis Rd 
Middlesburg, VA 20117  
(703) 999-3363  
bbridget@comcast.net  
www.fiberflock.com                      
Purebred registered Finnsheep and 
Finn crosses. Finn/Cormo, Finn/
Shetland. Fiber products and breed-
ing stock available. 

                                                                           
Virginia, cont.  

Naomi Smith 
House Mountain Farm 
1765 Jacktown Rd 
Lexington, VA 24450  
(540) 463-6062                     Pure-
bred Finnsheep. SFCP - enrolled 
since 1999; flock# VA 17. Farm 
established in 1985 in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Virginia. Flock 
of 100 breeding ewes, mostly 
quads and quints. Bred for size, 
multiple births, mothering ability 
and structural correctness. Glen 
Avon and Root bloodlines. Also 
rams available for cross-breeding 

Will Stewart 
Skyemoor Farm 
40101 Highland View Lane 
Paeonian Springs, VA 20129  
(540) 882-4872  
willstewart@rstarmail.com  
www.skyemoorfarm.com/             
Purebred Finnsheep (registered), 
Finn/North Country Cheviot, Finn/
Romney. Variety of colors (BF, 
BL, BR,white.) Scrapie resistant 
(R gene a condon 171.) Breeding 
stock available (ewes and rams.)  

Linda D Witt                                    
Misty Mountain Farm 
PO Box 133 
Amissville, VA 20106  
(800) 796-7746  
info@mistymoutainfarm.com  
www.mistymountainfarm.com        
SFP Flock #: VA26 
Purebred Finnsheep. Handspin-
ning fleece, roving and bats.. 

Washington         

 Vicki Bratton 
Tumbelle 
PO Box 1264 
Ephrata, WA 98823  
(509) 289-0922  
tumbelle@nwi.net                          
Value added products: fleece, 
wool, butcher lambs. 
Small farm in Central Washington 
State breeding Finn, Freisian and 
Gotland sheep. We breed for 
quality, conformation, fleece and 
meat. White, brown, black, blue 
and spotted Finns. 
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Washington, cont. 

Anne-Marie Elkins 
Muddy Pig Ranch 
110 West 6th Ave 
Apt 318 
Ellensburg, WA 98926  
(425) 444-6051  
muddyPigRanch@gmail.com  
www.MuddyPigRanch.com                               
Flock prefix: MPR 
Purebred breeding stock. Black, 
white and badgerface. Gotland and 
Border-Leicester crosses. Fleece 
and roving. 

Dan and Leanne Hughes 
Triple L Finnsheep 
89202 N Harrington Rd 
West Richland, WA 99353  
(509) 539-6745  
danlea23@msn.com  
www.triplelfinnsheep.com      Scra-
pie Flock ID: WA2252; SFCP - cer-
tified. 
Wool sold raw, washed + carded. 
Finnsheep breeder since 1982, 
focusing on size, productivity, wool 
quality, milking ability and temper-
ment. White, brown, black, fawn, 
gray and pied available. Records 
available from 1982. Wool sold on 
our etsy store under Hughes Ewes 

  
 

FBA Breeder Directory, cont.  

Washington, cont. 

Ruth McCauley 
Jeruth Farm 
30722 N Monroe Rd 
Deer Park, WA 99006  
(509) 276-7715  
jeruthfinnsheep@aol.com  
www.jeruthfinnsheepfarm.com             
Purebred Finnsheep breeding stock, 
fiber pets, lambs. 
White and colored quality fleeces. 

Debra L Perry 
Dancing Waters Farm 
4925 163rd LN SW 
Rochester, WA 98579  
(360) 273-9917  
mountaintrailwalker@yahoo.com       
Breeding with an eye for Form, Fiber, 
Function and Temperament. 

Emily Tzeng 
6522 NE Bay View Rd 
Bainbridge, WA 98110  
(443) 350-7207  
emtzeng@gmail.com                           
Breeding for the small farm and 
homestead, with a focus on fiber and 
friendly disposition. Fleece, roving, 
and yarn available, including Finn 
and Angora blends. 

Adrienne Wolfe 
Rolling Bay Farm 
7988 NE Lougreen Rd 
Bainbridge, WA 98110  
(206) 855-1850  
rollingbayfarm@hotmail.com  
www.rollingbayfarm.com    Breeding for 
the small farm. Emphasizing quality 
fiber, disposition size and nurturing. 

       

Washington, cont. 

Robert & Sandra Willford 
Solace Farm 
30119 N Spotted Rd 
Deer Park, WA 99006  
(509) 276-7160  
san-
dra@solacefinnsheep.com  
www.solacefinnsheep.com  
Flock ID: WA2167; SFCP 
Enrolled status. 
Natural meat and fiber. Quali-
ty white and colored fleeces, 
roving and handspun yarn. 
ABCA Border Collies 

Wisconsin 

Tracy Sengupta 
Firefly Fields Finnsheep 
4110 W Plymouth Church Rd 
Beloit, WI 53511  
(608) 361-1446  
tracy@fireflyfields.com  
www.fireflyfields.com/finns   
Flock Prefix: FF 
SFCP Certified Status; 
Flock# WI 1990. 
Purebred Finnsheep. Authen-
tic Finnish Landrace Sheep 
as a heritage breed. High 
percentage Finnish genetics. 
All breeding stock micron 

Space is available for your Finnsheep Breeder Directory LisƟng 

The cost of this lisƟng is $30 per year. 

 A directory lisƟng is also placed on the FBA Website; hƩp://www.finnsheep.org/ 

Click Breeders Directory on the leŌ side of the home page  

All FBA members can be found on the FBA Online Database.  Click Finnsheep Pedigrees 

on the leŌ side of the FBA home page, then click Breeders Directory on the top of the 

page.   
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Name: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Farm Name: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: 

______________  

Phone #: __________________________ E‐Mail: _______________________________________ Website: 

__________________________________________ 

Please Check All That Apply: 

_____ New Member ($ 35.00) _____ Youth/Associate Member ($ 10.00)  

_____ ConƟnuing Member ($ 25.00) _____ ConƟnuing Youth/Associate Member ($ 15.00) 

_____ Scrapie Flock ID (if parƟcipant): __________________ ( ) Export ( )Select ( ) Pending ( ) Enrolled ( ) CerƟfied 

The FBA encourages breeders to parƟcipate in the program; however, parƟcipaƟon is not required to become a FBA Member. 

_____ Short Tale NewsleƩer FREE to FBA Members via Email  

_____Short Tale NewsleƩer requested in hard copy via US Postal Mail. 

_____ Breeder Directory LisƟng ($ 30.00) FBA Members Only:  

( ) Purebred Finnsheep ( ) Commercial Breeder ( ) Cross‐Bred Finnsheep – List crosses_________________________________________ 

( ) Wool or Other Value Added Products – list ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Breeder Directory LisƟng – Include a brief descripƟon of 20 words or less. There is an addiƟonal fee of $ 1.00 /line (5 words = 1 line) for lisƟngs  

containing over 20 words. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

_____ Flock Prefix: ($ 10.00/leƩer): ____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Flock Prefix enables Exclusive use of your name, flock, or farm on registraƟons and is a One Time fee. The Flock Prefix fits best if 10 leƩers or  

less…this gives space for the enƟre animal ID to fit in the space provided on the CerƟficate of Registry. 

Total Amount Due: $ __________________ (Make check to: Finnsheep Breeders’ AssociaƟon) 

 

Membership/Annual AcƟvity Fees are due on or before January 7th of each year. Members receive a free yearly subscripƟon to “Short Tales”  

newsleƩer via email (unless requested in hard‐copy format), Access to the Finnsheep_Breeders chat group on Yahoo for encouragement or help  

in your endeavor, A copy of meeƟng minutes, and an annual report. Members will receive copies of other perƟnent mailings and/or emails. 

I/we agree to be governed by the rules, regulaƟons, consƟtuƟon and by‐laws of the AssociaƟon as amended from Ɵme to Ɵme, and to keep wriƩen  

records of breeding, exact birth dates and liƩer sizes of Finnsheep, and further, that I/we will furnish promptly any informaƟon concerning same  

at any Ɵme when requested to do so by the AssociaƟon. 

 

Signed: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

                                    Finnsheep Breeders’ Association          

                                   Membership and Breeder Directory Form                                                         

                 InstrucƟons: Print, Complete and mail this form and your payment to:               

                                                Finnsheep Breeders AssociaƟon                                                                                           

                                    PO Box 231  305 Lincoln, Wamego, KS 66547  

PH: 785‐456‐8500                            effecƟve 9/29/14                                            Fax: 785‐456‐8599 
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Holiday 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Eid ul-Adha 
Festival of the Sacrifice 

Oct 4-7 Sept 23-26 Sept 11-14 Sept 1-4 Aug 22-25 

Muharramm / Hajra 
Islamic New Year 

Oct 25 Oct 14 Oct 2 Sept 21-22 Sept 12 

Mawlid al-Nabi 
Prophet's birthday 

Jan 13 Dec 23 Dec 14 Dec 1 Nov 21 

Start of Ramadan 
Month of fasting 

Jun 28 Jun 18 Jun 6 May 27 May 16 

Eid ul-Fitr 
Festival of fast breaking 

Jul 29-31 Jul 18-21 Jul 7-9 Jun 26-28 Jun 15-16 

Pesch (Passover) Mar 15-22 Apr 4-11 Apr 23-30 Apr 11-18 Mar 31-Apr 7 
Rosh Hashanah  Sept 24-25 Sept 4-5 Oct 3-4 Sept 21-22 Sept 10-11 
Chanukkah Dec 17-24 Dec 7-14 Dec 25-Jan 1 Dec 13-20 Dec 3-10 
Western (Roman) Easter Apr 20 Apr 5 Mar 27 April 16 April 1 
Eastern Orthodox Easter Apr 20 Apr 12 May 1 April 16 April 8 
Christmas (Western) Dec 25 Dec 25 Dec 25 Dec 25 Dec 25 
Chinese New Year Jan 31 Feb 19 Feb 8 Jan 28 Feb 16 

source: Interfaith Calendar;  reprinted with permission from  http://www.sheepandgoat.com/articles/ethniccalendar.html 

Ethnic Holiday Calendar 
Ethnic holidays factor significantly in the demand for sheep meat and to a lesser extent for goat 

(chevon). The type (size, sex, and condiƟon) of lamb (or goat) desired by parƟcular people at parƟcular 

holidays varies. The following table gives the dates of various ethnic holidays for the next five years 

(2014‐2018).  

Lamb Kebobs (or meatballs) and Pomegranate Molasses  adapted from recipes found on Foodnetwork.com  

1/2 bunch fresh parsley, leaves picked (~2 cups)                         4 sprigs fresh mint, leaves picked (~1 cup)                                      

1 shallot, roughly chopped;                                                                zest and juice of 1 lemon                                                                    

2 cloves garlic                                                                                       1 lb ground lamb                                                                                                    

1 tsp baking soda                                                                                 kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper                                   

1 Tbsp pomegranate molasses                                                          1 tsp stone‐ground mustard  

Finely mince parsley, mint, shallot, lemon zest and garlic ( pulse in food processor if you have one) 

Add the mixture to a bowl with ground lamb, baking soda and lots of salt and pepper to taste.  Knead unƟl the mixture turns 

sƟcky  and holds its shape.  Pull off a small ball of meat and shape into a flat cylinder. Thread a skewer through the middle 

lengthwise and smooth meat down the skewer Ɵl its even all the way down (or shape into a small meatball);  repeat! Put 

kebabs or meatball on an oiled baking sheet and drizzle with a liƩle more olive oil.   Combine pomegranate molasses, lemon  

juice and mustard in a small bow. Set aside.  Arrange kebobs on hot grill , turning every 2‐3 minutes, generously brushing 

with pomegranate mixture.  Cook Ɵl browned ~6 minutes.  Or broil meatballs, also brushing generously with pomegranate 

mixture.   

 

Pomegranate Molasses:  2 cups pomegranate juice             1/4 cup sugar                 1/8 cup lemon juice 

                                          Combine ingredients, cook on medium high heat Ɵl sugar dissolves and then reduce heat to maintain 

simmer.  Cook Ɵl syrupy.  You can store this in a jar in the fridge if you don’t use it all.   
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                                        MILO IS MOVING!!! 

The AHSA Board of Directors would like to announce that since the current office lease in Milo, 
IA expires in the fall of 2014 that a decision has  been made to relocate the office to Wamego, 
KS. Plans are in place to move the computers and office equipment the last week of September. 
The Iowa office will remain open through September 26th. The move will occur over th weekend 
of September 27th and 28th. The plan is to have the registry program up and running on Sep-
tember 29th in Wamego. New staff is being hired and will go to Iowa to learn aprior to the reloca-
tion of the office. We expect little to no interruption of service as we transition the office to Kan-
sas. s much as possible about the registry program   

 

Please note the address for the Kansas office is PO Box 231, 305 Lincoln, Wamego, KS 66547. 
The phone number is 785-456-8500. The fax number is 785- 456-8599. Continue to mail your 
registry work to the Milo, Iowa office prior to September 23rd. All rush work can be emailed or 
faxed to the Iowa office  through September 26th. If you have any questions about this transition 
please call Jeff Ebert, AHSA Executive Secretary at 785-458-9174.  

 

                                                                            

                                                                                 Come Chat with Us:   

                                              on the web at:  

                                     http://www.finnsheep.org 

                         Or come chat awhile with us via Facebook:  

                                        Finnsheep in America  

                          Or chat with us on our Yahoo Group at:  

                            Finnsheep_Breeders@yahoogroups.com  

                                                     or  

                                   Finnsheep@yahoogroups.com  

                    You are welcome to give breeders an email or  

                             a personal call and talk Finnsheep. 

                           Share your Finnsheep and wool photos,    

                                   ideas, challenges, stories, etc!         

                            Send your submissions for the newsletter to  

                           johnandmaryomalley@yahoo.com  THANKS!!!  
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         FBA Registry Office 

                   PO Box 231    
                  305 Lincoln  
                 Wamego, KS  
          Phone: 785‐456‐8500  
             Fax:  785‐456‐8599  
            Address effecƟve 9/29/14             
 

      Come visit our website  
      http://www.finnsheep.org 
 
      Try the new Finnsheep  
         search database.  
 
    FBA Secretarial Office 
     Mary Tucker, FBA Secretary 
                P.O. Box 85 
         West Clarksville, NY 14786 
               585-928-1721  
       fbasecretary@finnsheep.org 
 

Finnsheep Breeders’ Association  

Finnsheep breeders are now found across many States producing pure-
bred and crossbred Finnsheep. Breeders look to the Finnsheep Breeders' 
Association, Inc. to provide record keeping of registrations and transfers of 
the breed. Since the 1971 inception of the Finnsheep Breeders' Associa-
tion, Inc. the organization has drawn on the expertise of leading research 
authorities to enhance the Finnsheep breed and provide leadership in pro-
moting the Finnsheep qualities and characteristics.  

 

Mission Statement  

The American Finnsheep Breeders’ Association:  

*Provides a national pedigree breed recording system for Finnsheep                  
* Maintains the Finnsheep breed standard for the USA.   Promotes animal 
health within the breed and nationally                                                       
*Fosters and promotes the proliferation and marketing of Finnsheep within 
the national sheep industry and abroad                                                                
*Is a national focal point for Finnsheep Breeders                                               
*Disseminates timely information to members on all matters relating to the 
breed 

Finnsheep Breeders’ AssociaƟon               

P.O. Box 85                                                                     

West Clarksville, NY 1478611 

 


